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Madelyn’s Life 
On April 11, 1915, (102 years ago) Madelyn Schindler was born in Alpine Township and this life-long resident of Alpine is still living here today. She was 
the 5th child in seven born to Fred and Emma (Brechting) Schindler on the corner of Bristol and 6 mile Road. The home is still there. 

As a child, Madelyn walked from home to Holy Trinity School every day; never missing a day! At Comstock Park High School she played basketball, and 
was in Glee Club. She graduated in 1933. Most days she walked the 3 miles to school, or got a ride with the milkman on his morning route. 

After high school she attended Beauty School and operated her own beauty parlor on Leonard St. for a short time. 

In 1935, Madelyn married Harold Klenk. He passed away in 1976. Together they had 5 children, 12 grandchildren and, 23 great-grandchildren and 15 
great grandchildren! 

She worked on the family farm, raised strawberries with her husband and then worked at Kenowa Hills Public Schools for 28 years. 

Madelyn has been a lifetime member of Holy Trinity Catholic Church. She was baptized there and still attends weekly Mass. She is the oldest parishioner. 

Knitting, quilting, gardening reading and card-playing are Madelyn’s favorite pastimes. She enjoys travel and has been in all 50 states as well as Mexico, 
Canada, England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland. 

With the loving care of her children, Madelyn is still able to reside in the home she shared with her husband on the Centennial Family Farm. 

If you would like to help Madelyn celebrate her 102nd birthday, you can mail her a card at: 5255 Alpine Ave. Comstock Park, Mich. 49321. 

     Comstock Park Golden Panthers, a group of area seniors, recently “knotted” fleece blankets for the Wellness Blanket Project.  Com-
stock Park school nurse Karyl DeBruyn said the blankets will be put in the health rooms in each of the district's school buildings. When a 
child is ill and comes to the health room, they will be given a blanket while they wait to be picked up. They can then take the blanket 
home. “Sometimes they just need a nice warm blanket,” said DeBruyn.  She said that sending the blankets home and not reusing them for 
multiple students will also help prevent the spread of contagious illnesses.  DeBruyn received a Community Action Grant for the blanket 
project. 
     Also, check out the Comstock Park Golden Panthers on Facebook. 
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From Ryan Guernsey, Kent County Sheriff Deputy Community Policing 

 

Bike Riders Guide to Bicycle Safety: 

 

CYCLE SENSE 

Bike Driving is a lot of fun, great exercise and economical transportation.  But remember, you’re not alone on 
the road.  Other bike riders, pedestrians and motorists present potential risks for accidents.  This bike rider’s cy-
cle Safety Guide will help you avoid accidents by keeping you focused on safety and common sense in the street. 

 

USE YOUR HEAD 

Use your head to ride safe, not to land on if you fall from your bike.  The smart way to use your head is by put-
ting a safety helmet on it.  Make sure it fits right.  If it’s too loose it won’t protect you.  You can make it nice and 
snug with adjusting pads, available at your local bike shop. 

 

BIKE SAFETY CHECK LIST 

�� Keep seat adjusted correctly 

�� Make sure seat is solid and locked tight 

�� Be sure tires are properly inflated and spokes are tight and straight 

�� Check brakes for even braking 

�� Sprocket and chain must be oiled and tight 

�� Chain guard protects against catching pant legs or other loose 
clothing in chain 

�� Pedals must be secure and not wobble 

�� Handle bar should have a horn and a rear view mirror 

�� Headlight should be mounted on front fender or handle bars 

�� Be sure to install reflectors on rear of bike and on spokes 

 

Remember your bike is not a toy, it is a vehicle on the road and is subject to traffic law and rules of safe conduct! 

 

PEDESTRIANS 

Pedestrians should always use a sidewalk where sidewalks are provided.  If no sidewalks are available pedestrians 
should walk in the opposite direction that traffic is flowing and as far to the side of the road as possible.  For 
safety when walking please consider wearing clothing that is light in color and even carrying a light when its get-
ting dark.  Always be alert for traffic when walking in the roadway. 
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Planner’s Corner    March 2017 Harvester  
 
Road Construction  
Alpine Township is responsible for 50% of the maintenance costs for 66 miles of paved local public roads.  Each year the 
Township works with the Kent County Road Commission to set construction priorities for the season.  This upcoming 
construction season will include repaving of Netherfield Street (Westgate Dr. to Stony Creek Ave.), York View Drive, 
Hachmuth Drive, and Woodley Creek Court.  The entire length of Hendershot Avenue will also receive maintenance at-
tention; however, its exact maintenance treatment has not yet been determined.   Finally, 6 Mile Road (Kenowa Ave. to 
Fruit Ridge Ave.) and Bristol Ave. (6 Mile Rd. to 7 Mile Rd.) will be sealcoated.    
Capital Improvements Plan 
Planning in advance for the inevitable acquisition, construction and/or replacement of the Township’s facilities needed for 
the functioning of the community is an important element in maintaining and preserving a high quality of life.   Annually, 
Alpine Township adopts a Capital Improvements Plan that lays out a method of setting project priorities and helps to en-
sure its revenues are being spent wisely, efficiently and in a manner consistent with the Township’s long-range objec-
tives set forth in the Master Plan.     
Very shortly the Township will be updating its Capital Improvements Plan.  The current plan can be found at 
www.alpinetwp.org.   Click the Documents icon on the left-hand side menu then chose Financial Reports & Capital Im-
provement Plan.   
Community Involvement Opportunities 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
Using criteria set forth in state law, the Zoning Board of Appeals hears and decides upon appeals from the requirements 
of the Zoning Ordinance.  The Board is seeking an applicant to fill the position of Board Alternate.   Meetings are held on 
an as needed basis at 7 p.m. on the fourth Monday of the month.  Typically, the Board meets several times a year. 
Capital Improvements Plan Committee  
Each year the Capital Improvement Plan Committee reviews and prioritizes capital improvement requests and makes 
funding recommendations to the Township Board.  The Committee is currently comprised of three Township Board 
members and three Planning Commission members.  The Committee would welcome one citizen member to join them.   
The Committee meets during the business day approximately three times in the spring of each year.     
If you are interested in any of these opportunities, please contact either Township Supervisor Greg Madura or Planning 
Director Sue Becker at 784-1262.  They can also be reached at g.madura@alpinetwp.org or s.becker@alpinetwp.org  
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